The Great Thing About Reading

There are many great things about reading. It can be relaxing, stimulating, exciting, moving, satisfying, challenging – the list goes on. What’s more, it’s good for your spelling, vocabulary, and imaginative writing, and aids your development into adulthood. Those who read tend to ask more questions of life, to demand that extra bit from everyday existence. We all want to be like that, don’t we?
The very best thing about reading at RHS is that it’s…free! Very few things in this life are free, and this is one of them! The library is a treasure chest filled with adventures, romances and thrillers, just waiting to be read by people like you. 

‘But what should I be reading?’ I hear you cry. 
Well. Below is a list of books that we think you would enjoy. They are divided into sections so that you know what sort (or genre) of book you’re dealing with. If you think feelings and crying and emotions are soppy and wet, then head to the adventure section! And if you like your books to be about “real” people, don’t touch the Science Fiction lot!

Where there is just an author’s name, rather than the title of a book, this means that you could read anything by that author, because they’re so brilliant that all of their books have something to offer a reader. 

Go on. Challenge yourself, have fun, and discover how wonderful the world of books is. Books that you love stay with you forever.

Something adventurous and exciting 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  Mark Twain

The Silver Sword  Ian Serrailier

Frankenstein  Mary Shelley

Kidnapped  Robert Louis Stevenson
Three Legions  Rosemary Sutcliff

Dracula  Bram Stoker

Mary Stewart

Rudyard Kipling

The Three Musketeers  Alexander Dumas

Robinson Crusoe  Daniel Defoe

Lord of the Flies  William Golding

Hornblower  C.S. Forester
Swallows and Amazons  Arthur Ransome

Something about people 
Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen
Little House on the Prairie  Laura Ingalls Wilder

Refugee Boy  Benjamin Zephaniah

Throwaway Daughter  Ting-Xing Ye

White Teeth  Zadie Smith

The Wouldbegoods  E. Nesbit
Anne of Green Gables  L.M.Montgomery

Michael Morpurgo

Goodnight Mister Tom  Michelle Magorian

To Kill a Mockingbird  Harper Lee

Catcher in the Rye  J.D. Salinger

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time  Mark Haddon

Silas Marner  George Eliot
Cold Comfort Farm  Stella Gibbons

Roald Dahl

Sue Townsend

I Capture the Castle, Dodi Smith

Little Women  Louisa May Alcott

Noughts and Crosses  Malorie Blackman
The Diary of Anne Frank

Oliver Twist  Charles Dickens
Something spooky or mysterious 
The Scarecrows  Robert Westall

Ellis Peters

M.R. James

Arthur Conan Doyle

Agatha Christie

Colin Dexter

I’m the King of the Castle  Susan Hill

Something fantastic or futuristic

Isaac Asimov
H.G.Wells

Philip Pullman

Mervyn Peake

C.S.Lewis
The Life of Pi  Yann Martel

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy  Douglas Adams

Terry Pratchett

Something classic but easy to read

The following titles are all in the Heinemann Guided Readers series, classic stories adapted for younger readers.

If you’re interested in any of the titles below, ask your English teacher or the librarian.

Of Mice and Men

John Steinbeck

Jurassic Park


Michael Crichton

Bleak House


Charles Dickens

Oliver Twist


Charles Dickens

A Christmas Carol

Charles Dickens
The Woman in Black

Susan Hill

A Town Like Alice

Nevil Shute

Treasure Island

Robert Louis Stevenson

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
Robert Louis Stevenson
Wuthering Heights

Emily Brontë

The Picture of Dorian Gray
Oscar Wilde

Silas Marner


George Eliot

Tales of Horror

Bram Stoker

The Hound of the 

Baskervilles


Arthur Conan Doyle

Room 13 and Other

Ghost Stories


M. R. James

Rebecca 


Daphne Du Maurier

Pride and Prejudice

Jane Austen

Of course, these stories are wonderful to read in full.  If you’d like to tackle them but cannot find them in the Library, ask your English teacher, who may be able to help.
Something from your English teacher

Your English teacher will be able to supply you with a copy of any of the following books, all excellent stories written for young people by top-flight authors.  Just ask!

Hoot



Carl Hiaasen

The Devil in Vienna

Doris Orgel

Point Blanc


Anthony Horowitz

Fat Boy Swim


Catherine Forde

You Don’t Know Me

David Klass

Shadow of the Minotaur
Alan Gibbons

Thursday’s Child

Sonya Hartnett

Goodnight Mister Tom
Michelle Magorian

Chinese Cinderella

Adeline Yen Mah

The Tulip Touch

Anne Fine

Witch Child


Celia Rees

River Boy


Tim Bowler

Lord of the Nutcracker

Men



Iain Lawrence

Kite



Melvin Burgess

The Wind Singer

William Nicholson

Loch



Paul Zindel

The Hero Game

Pete Johnson

The Foreshadowing

Marcus Sedgwick

Tins



Alex Shearer

Just in Time


Stories from different times and places by various authors

Into the Unknown

Stories of fantasy and science-fiction by various authors

Some other titles from the catalogues

Coraline


Neil Gaiman

Time Bomb


Nigel Hinton

The Village by the Sea

Anita Desai

MacB



Neil Arksey

Blitzed



Robert Swindells

Burn My Heart

Beverley Naidoo

Gangsta Rap


Benjamin Zephaniah

Across the Nightingale 

Floor



Lian Hearn

Wolf Brother


Michelle Paver

The Ghost of Thomas 

Kempe



Penelope Lively

The London Eye Mystery
Siobhan Dowd

The Last Wolf


Michael Morpurgo

The Breadwinner

Deborah Ellis

